
TO: DL EVERYONE NON-JUDICIAL 
 
CC: DL JUDICIAL OFFICERS 
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
This follows up my email from earlier this week, with an update on court operations planned 
for the weeks of May 11th and May 18th, as well as a look ahead to the resumption of criminal 
jury trials starting the week of June 1.  Once again, please bear with the length of this 
communication – there are a number of details to convey. 
 
As we enter this next phase starting next Monday, we will continue to keep the safety of 
employees, the public and security teams paramount as we expand services and reopen our 
doors to provide vital access to justice for all.  And thank you again to everyone for your 
continued efforts to embrace this next round of changes.  
 
Starting Monday, we will more formally reopen our courthouse doors at all 3 main courthouse 
locations – Salinas, Monterey and Marina.  The Clerk’s Office windows in each facility will be 
open from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., in order to help spread out the public demand over a longer 
time period in order to better maintain social distancing for public walk-in traffic. 
 

I. Week of May 11th 
 
1. Monterey: 

 
a. Continue hearing additional matters and calendars.   

i. Probate matters; Unlawful Detainer: CHRO; Limited civil – 
metering and controlling calendars in these matters at the outset. 
(Starting May 6) 

ii. Civil matters as already calendared.  Calendars will continue to be 
increased in the coming weeks. 

iii. Family law matters as already calendared. Calendars will continue 
to be increased in the coming weeks. 

 
b. Litigants/attorneys, while encouraged to appear remotely, will be 

allowed into the courthouse to appear for their matters. 
 

c. Clerk’s office – In addition to the one or two public windows, the Self 
Help Center may open a window to help the public with questions.   

 
2. Marina: 

 
a. DCSS calendars will continue to be heard in a limited and metered way. 
 
b. Traffic/Small claims can also begin to be heard in a limited and metered 

way. 
 
c. Litigants/attorneys, while encouraged to appear remotely, will be 

allowed into the courthouse to appear for their matters. 
 



d. Signage will be placed encouraging customers to call in by phone for 
service rather than waiting in line. 

 
3. Salinas: 

 
a. Out of custody criminal defendants will continue appearing at the 

courthouse, primarily when not represented by an attorney.  We will 
likely see larger numbers of such defendants coming to the courthouse 
especially on Tuesday and Wednesday the week of May 11. 

 
b. Most in custody criminal defendants are appearing remotely and will 

continue to do so. 
 
c. Witnesses in criminal matters are currently appearing 

remotely.  Preparations for in person appearances will be put in place. 
 
d. Attorneys are currently appearing both in person and remotely.  This will 

continue for the coming weeks at least.  The DA and PD offices do not 
anticipate their attorneys appearing in person. 

   
e. Juvenile:  

 
i. Most hearings have been occurring remotely via GoTo Meeting.   In 

custody juveniles are appearing remotely.  Some attorneys are appearing 
remotely and others appear in person.   

ii. Out of custody juvenile matters continued since March 18, 2020 will be 
placed on calendar for in person appearances.   

iii. Truancy matters will continue to be held remotely, but those minors who 
cannot access the court remotely will be able to come to court for these 
hearings. 

iv. Access into the courtroom will continue to be metered and managed by 
the bailiff to ensure social distancing. 

 
For the calendars in all departments next week, see this 
link:  http://icourt/Divisions/CS/WeekAtGlance.aspx 
 
A decision will be made next week regarding a formal announcement to the public 
(such as a press release) about the opening of our courthouse doors.  For now, we 
will continue to allow members of the public to enter the courthouses for the 
specific business and purposes above.  And as noted above, we will continue to 
encourage and promote remote appearances where possible. 
 
Although we will be open to the public starting Monday May 11th, members of the 
public who wish to attend court hearings may be precluded from attending in 
person due to the need to maintain social distancing in the courtrooms.  Priority for 
in-person attendance will be given to parties, litigants, witnesses or others who are 
directly participating in the hearing.  Starting Monday it will also be possible for the 
public to call in on listen-only telephone lines to access all hearings and other court 
matters that are open to the public.  Information will be posted on the Court 
website about that today. 
 

http://icourt/Divisions/CS/WeekAtGlance.aspx


II. Week of May 18th 
 

Based on the experience this week (May 4th) and next week (May 11th), we will 
decide next week what further changes to make starting the week of May 18th, and 
will communicate more details about that later next week. 
 
As noted in my Monday email, later in May we will address when and how to open 
specific public areas, in particular the Viewing Rooms and the Self Help Centers 
(both in Monterey and Salinas).  Both of those areas present specific challenges that 
will need to be addressed to ensure the safety of both staff and court visitors. 
 

III. Jury Trials Starting the Week of June 1 
 

A press release has been issued today announcing the resumption of criminal jury 
trials starting the week of June 1.  See attached. 
 
Jurors have been summoned for that week.  We are devoting a great deal of 
attention to ensuring that all appropriate and necessary safeguards – especially 
social distancing – will be implemented to ensure everyone’s safety at every stage of 
the jury trial process, from jury selection to jury deliberation.  Those include the 
following: 
 
1. Calling in fewer numbers of jurors overall. 
2. Staggering the calling in of jury pools over different days and different times of 

day. 
3. Identifying a larger venue(s) for conducting jury selection so as to maintain social 

distancing.  This may include both the Salinas Jury Assembly Room and Dept. 11, 
as well as possible outside venue(s). 

4. Health screening questions will be asked of all jurors entering the courthouse. 
5. Face masks/coverings will continue to be required of all who enter the 

courthouse. 
6. The number of jury trials going at any one time will be limited. 
7. Spacing and seating empaneled jurors around the entire courtroom. 
8. Conducting jury deliberation in the courtroom rather than in jury deliberation 

rooms. 
9. Jurors who have health concerns related to COVID-19 will be allowed and 

encouraged to defer their service. 
10. In general, we will be adjusting every step of the process to accommodate social 

distancing and other safety measures. 
 

IV. Safety Precautions and Protocols for All 
 
1. As noted in my email earlier this week, for the foreseeable future we will need to 

continue enforcing requirements such as social distancing (6 feet apart), 
requiring anyone who enters a courthouse to wear a mask, frequent hand 
washing, regular sanitizing of high use areas and surfaces, and screening of 
members of the public who enter the building.  So we will have to adapt to 
things generally moving at a slower pace than we have been accustomed to in 
the past.  Processes will take more time. 

 



2. We will continue working on enhanced safety measures in certain areas of the 
courthouses where staff work spaces are in open/common areas – such as 
providing plexiglass or other barriers between work spaces, and/or face shields. 

 
3. All areas of all courthouses, including external courthouse entrances, have been 

taped and marked to enforce social distancing.  We will also be posting signage 
at all courthouses to provide safety requirements and directions to court visitors. 

 
4. We are also in the process of acquiring other safety equipment such as 

antimicrobial door handle covers, and the dispenser canisters for the free-
standing hand sanitizer dispensers.  And we will continue to make face masks 
and gloves available to staff, and to court visitors as needed. 

 
5. Due to greater anticipated public walk-in traffic, court personnel in all 

courthouse facilities are encouraged to enter facilities through separate 
employee entrances. 

 
6. Updated safety guidelines are being finalized for all court personnel to follow, 

especially those who may be returning to work at a courthouse after being at 
home.  Those should be ready to distribute by early next week.  Meanwhile, 
attached are the current general safety protocols for all court facilities. 

 
V. Summary 

 
The changes this week and in the coming weeks will require us to call more staff 
back to work onsite.  We will continue to maximize and maintain social distancing at 
the courthouse by rotating staff as well as continuing remote work when possible.  
 
As noted above, our “new normal” will continue to include the kinds of changes we 
are now growing accustomed to:  Social distancing, face masks, enhanced sanitizing 
both individually and collectively, and conducting hearings and other court business 
remotely.  As we have been doing for the past many weeks, our efforts to ramp up 
services and access will be done in a way that maintains the safest possible 
environment for all. 
 
If you have questions or concerns about any of the above, please ask your supervisor 
or manager. 
 
Once again, I want to thank each and every one of you for your continued efforts as 
we embark on this next phase.  And again, thank you in advance those of you who 
will be called back to work in the coming days and weeks.   
 

Chris Ruhl 
Executive Officer 
Superior Court of California, County of Monterey 
240 Church Street 
Salinas, California 93901 
 
(831) 775-5678 
 
 


